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The United States

detonated a total of 66 Bikini Atoll

nuclear tests on Bikini Namu

Atoll in the Marshallese

Islands, with Castle Bravo Bikini
yielding the largest Mt of

TNT and radioactive Lagoon
fallout. This contamination
affected the
neighbourhood atolls and

X Enidrik
leached into the water, air, > =
and the food system.
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However, only the 1

Scale of Miles

inhabitants of Rongelap
Atoll and Utirik Atoll were evacuated within 72 hours of the detonation,
while the neighbouring inhabitants stayed on their respective islands.

Money was placed aside as a so-called reward to the Bikinians of $563
million, meant to go towards cleanup and repair, however, this does not
undo the damage and cover the medical costs. It was argued that the tests
were carried out to observe the effects of a nuclear attack on various
transportation vessels, radio and radar equipment, animals, ammunition,
food, clothing and medicine, seismic and climate changes. However, with
the United States in competition with other emerging nuclear power
hungry states, it is argued that
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"AT THE TIME OF THE BOMB ALL OF
THE PEOPLE OF AILUK SAW A GREAT
FLASH OF RED LIGHT IN THE
WESTERN SKY AROUND 6:00 IN THE
MORNING. AFTER ABOUT FIFTEEN
MINUTES THERE WAS A GREAT
EXPLOSION THAT SHOOK ALL OF
THE HOUSES, AND I THOUGHT IT WAS
GOING TO KNOCK ALL OF THE
HOUSES DOWN. "

without
their informed consent



Brain: May cause seizures

b
Thyroid gland: Absorbs radioactive P
iodine increasing thyroid cancer risk i
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possible cancer risk

Lungs: Inflammation, W § .
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Gl Tract: Internal bleeding

Bone marrow and blood
vessels: Loss of white blood
cells increasing risk of infection

Skin: Burns from acute exposure fl
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Selected Risks from Radiation Sickness




"THEY MADE US BATHE
THREE TIMEN A DAY
BECAUNE THEY SAID
OUR ILLNESSES WERE
OF A NEW TYPE AND
THERE WAS \NO
MEDICINE FOR USN.”

"I THEN
WARNED THE
PEOPLE NOT 10O "
DRINK FROM ARRIS IO
THESE WATER
CATCHMENTS, USR8 L
AND TOLD THEM OLD AT THE
TO ONLY DRINK TIME-WAS ALSO
'NI". THEN ILL. I RECALL
PEOPLE BEGAN TO THAT MY ARMS ITCHED
GET SICK WITH FROM THE POWDER. LATER, 1
VOMITING, ACHES HAD MANY ‘AJIBUN', AND
gﬁ'ﬁ?UE‘I(‘ETHE ALSO SEVERAL OF MY BABIES
IRRITATIONS. AND  WHO WERE HEALTHY AT THE
LENERAL TIME THEY WERE BORN DIED
WEAKNESS AND BEFORE THEY WERE A YEAR
FATIGUE.” OLD AFTER GETTING SICK.
ALTOGETHER I LOST FOUR

BABIES. "

Excerpts taken from interviews and transcribed to English available on Atomicatolls.org.



In 1986, the Compact
of Free Association
[COFA] was
established between
the United States with
Federal States of
Micronesia, the
Republic of the
Marshall Islands and
the Republic of Palau.
This agreement allows
for the citizens of
these nations to freely
enter, live and work in
the United States.
While the United
States provides
financial assistant over
fifteen years in return
for exclusive military
control. One of the
benefits that COFA

Stuck in the ‘coverage gap’

In 21 states that won't expand Medicaid eligibility, roughly 5.5
million people with incomes below the poverty line could fall into
the “coverage gap,” meaning they earn too much to qualify for
Medicaid but not enough to get tax credits lo help buy health
coverage on the insurance marketplace.

Who’s in the gap

* By race, athmmty
Whﬂe

[ States not expanding Medicaid eligibility
under the Affordable Care Act

10 *Non-Hispanic t |
* By age group

35_54 55-64

a —25—34
15'24_‘ e Y NOTE: Alaska and Hawail
2? ey v a are
not to scale; figures do not total
100 parcent dug to rounding

Coverage gap by state Number not covered

Ala. 254,000 Maine 32,000 S.C. 232,000
Alaska 300,000 Miss. 183,000 S.D. 30,000
Fla. 995,000  Mo. 267,000 Texas 1,326,000
Ga. 534,000 Mont. 43,000 Utah 73,000
Idaho 79,000 Neb. 56,000 Va. 271,000
Kan. 103,000  N.C. 438,000  Wisc. 145,000
La. 260,000 Okla. 172,000 Wyo. 18,000

Source: Urban Institute tabulations of LS. Census Bureau 2010
American Community Survey
Graphic: Judy Treible
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migrants receive is the eligibility to social programmes including
Medicaid. In 1996, COFA migrants were excluded from such benefits
due to the passing of Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act [PRWORA]. The idea of this was the belief that

those receiving welfare became too dependent on public assistance and
it was not helpful enough to push those people out of poverty.

The majority of Marshallese migrants reside in Hawaii and Arkansas.
This mass migration was due to the hiring of a large working force
from by poultry meat distribution company. The next two pages will
outline the policies and accessibility regarding health insurance
available to COPA migrants in those two states.



Private
health
insurance is

hard to
obtain due
to the nature
of its cost.
The job only
covers
limited
insurance
and it
typically
does not
extend to
multiple
family
members.







As Of more Recent studies conducted
on the Marshall Islands

have concluded that it is

recent days still not safe to return to
®®® them. Columbia claims

some parts

contain well above legal exposure concentration of nuclear
isotopes almost double of what is considered to be safe for
human habitation, but in general radiation levels are
decreasing.

Multiples tests have been run on the islands, and the
conclusions have ranged between safe enough to normally

inhabit, to being incredibly radioactive to safe enough to live
but not safe enough to consume anything native.

In 2014, there was a lawsuit "Nuclear Zero Lawsuit" filed
against the US and either other nuclear armed forced. The
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty of 1968 was meant to move
towards the disarmament of nuclear weapons and The US was
not honouring this as it was planned to spend an estimate of $1
trillion towards nuclear weapons over the next three decades.
This case was dismissed in 2015 by the 9th Circuit Court of
Appeals.

Cleanup of the radiation fallout is still occurring on the islands
in the hopes of one day being able to move back. Very few
people live there, mostly consisting of researchers and
caretakers. While that still is happening, the Marshallese are
advocating for compensation and remembrance. There are many
activists with the goal of ensuring the US pays compensation;
raising awareness about health consequences from the testing
and the current political affiliations and what they mean.
Reestablishing their homes and ensure their history and culture
is passed on to the next generation.
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